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14 October, 2009
The Gate and the Shepherd

Some years ago Susan and | climbed Cader Idri®ithNWales.

Fairly close to the top of the mountain there shaep pen with a stone
wall, open at the top, but affording some sheltemfthe worst of the
winter winds and snow.

In Jesus’ day the sheep fold protected from theefds, but also from
sheep stealers, and wild animals.

It was a place of safety.

Jesus, in his analogy, seems to be saying thaphritual sheep fold is
also a place of safety...

First it is a place of safety from people who wouldead us astray
One of the great confusions that people face toithe
availability of so many different philosophies amedigions.
People throw up their hands in despair and sagw'idan |
know which is right?”
Too often for many it means shelving the wholesgjioa, and
for others they are open to believe just abouttdangtand everything.
A sort of “blender” religion where we pick and dse the
flavours which appeal and produce something smentiugh to
slip down without causing any distress.
It looks nice, and feels OK — but there’s no reddstance to it.

Because there is so much confusion is we havelbe&img at
the claims of Jesus over the last few weeks.
Jesus who said...
| am the Light of the World
| am the Way and the Truth

An examination of the Scriptures will show that ooly are
they reliable, but that they reveal that thesentéaof Jesus are
believable, and beyond reasonable doubt.

Here, he claims to be the Good Shepherd, who ¢aréise
sheep, who is open and transparent, and who ditéhe door of the
sheepfold, because, unlike others, he is the@mywho has the
rightful claim over the sheep.

Second the fold it is a place of strength and comfiofrom the
ravages of life

On the sheep pen on Cader Idris there was a wagaterto
stop the sheep from wandering, and to keep theen saf

On Middle-Eastern sheepfolds there was often e, ga
| read of a tourist who asked a middle easterntstrelabout the lack
of a door or gate, to which the shepherd repliathfwt knowing the
words of Jesus), “| am the door. | lie down actb&sentrance so that
other animals can’t get in and the sheep are le#ptfeom wandering”

Jesus presents as the one who protects his srekps the one
who leads them safely in and out to the pastugtieed.

In the Old Testament God is presented as the She:plm®
helps his people. In Isa 40 God is bringing comé&ord encouragement
to his people living in Exile. Isaiah records...

1 See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
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Apparently sheep are no good at sniffing out dange
They are not so good at finding fresh food, anémtihey do
they tend to eat the area out and starve. Theyeayevulnerable.

Here then is a call to sink our pride and ackndgéethat we
actuallyneeda shepherd to find the spiritual nourishment thaineed,
and the protection he affords.

We can try to do it alone, (without God or Jesus)ultimately
it will mean that we lose our way. Spiritually wéllvbe lost. No matter
how strong we think we are in the times of devastabereavement,
earthquake and tsunami — where do we turn?

And where do we turn in the valley of the shadowl@éth, in the face
of eternity.
God is the refuge and strength.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd

Only in them can we make sense of life.

We, like sheep, are not good at sniffing out thetsgal dangers
without a yardstick.

We are not good at finding the right spiritual smsince without the
Holy Spirit to guide us.

Thirdly the fold is a place of safety on the Judgeent Day

Jesus’ place as the gate, not only protects thepstvithin the
fold, but is also the way into the fold.

He states that he lays down his life for the sheep

This is not just saying that Jesus risks his tifeetscue lost sheep.

It's not just that he guards the sheep pen.

He is saying that his the access to the sheep pen.
That he has made the way into the fold, by laylogin his life for
the sins of the world, taking them upon himselftst we can stand
before God, forgiven, on the Judgement Day.

How can you know if you are one of Jesus’ sheep?
The way into the sheepfold is then to acknowledgpais as our
Shepherd. AND
It is to receive the forgiveness that God offerstigh Jesus’ sacrifice
for us.

But Jesus also outlines the characteristics oflep, so you can
recognise them...
(See whether you fit the description!)

They hear his voice
They read and take on board the teaching of Jesus
They increasingly they recognise when Jesus spedhkeir hearts
They ask questions such as “What would Jesusrsdy im this
situation?”

They know him, and he knows them
There is a real relationship going where thegtsally a dialogue of
ongoing prayer that takes place

He calls them by name and they follow him
In those days sheep pens were sometimes usedibys/flocks. The
shepherd would know his sheep by name and haveciaspall for
them. In the morning the sheep would hear theiplsée’s voice and
follow him.
Unlike Australian sheep herders the sheep ardmain, they follow.
Jesus’ sheep know that he is the leader, not them.

They don't follow strangers
Jesus probably had in mind the religious leadesgg@ally the
Pharisees of his day. But the danger can be anyoarything which
would undermine our faith in Jesus.
The more time you spend with Jesus the shepherdhetter you know
his voice and his Way. AND the easier it becomagtognise what is
not of him — those ways and ideas which are falsaeaningless.
Jesus’ sheep actually run in the opposite diredtimm such things.
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+ The story is told of a man who takes a courgedognising forged
bank notes (Part of the police training?). He makescomment, “I
suppose we have to examine a lot of forgeries table to identify
them.”

“On the contrary,” says the instructor, “we getyto look
carefully at the genuine article. When you knowride thing well, you
will more easily be able to spot any forgery.

Just so we need to know Jesus, the real thingré&iewill then
show up for what they are.

So how are you measuring up so far?
Do you belong to the fold?
Are you recognisable as one of Jesus’ sheep?

Are you enjoying the fullness of life that Jesulers?
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Here is a picture of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.
He cares for you. He’s calling your name.
Will you follow him, and will you keep following?



