SERMON BY CANON JIM HOLBECK AT ST THOMAS' CHURCH PORT MACQUARIE. Sat-Sun 1-2 MARCH 2008
JOHN 9. SOME NOTESON PRAYING FOR THOSE IN NEED

Imaginethat one of your friendshasbeen diagnosed with a seriousillness. What will you say tothem? How will you
pray for them? Thegospd readingtoday givessome“Do's’ and some*” Don’'ts’ in how best to hep peoplein need.
Welook at theman in need in John 9. Jn 9:1 AsJesuspassed by, he sawaman blind from birth. Jn 9:2 And hisdisciples
asked him, " Rabbi, who sinned, thisman or his parents, that hewas born blind?"

‘ (1). THE DISCIPLES’ WRONG RESPONSE TO A NEEDY PERSON. Jn 9:2-3

1). They focussad on the problem and not on the man’sneed

o They saw the blind man and asked Jesus, " Rabbi, who sinned, thisman or hisparents, that hewasborn blind?" Wasit
theman’sfault or wasit his parentsfault? | n those days many believed that if someonewassick, then there must
have been some sin behind it. Becausetheman wasborn blind did he sn in the womb beforebirth? Or did
hisparentssn sothat it affected the man’seyes beforehewasborn?

e How would you havefdst if you had been theblind man ligening tothe disciples. He could havefdt that they
weren't really concerned about him and hisneed for healing. They just wanted to know whosefault it was.

i). They focussed on the “causs’ and not on the* curée’
Jesushad hesled other people beforethisbut instead of looking to Jesusto heal the man they were only thinking

about the cause of hisblindness,

When you arefaced with Sck peopledon’t spend all your timetryingtowork out the cause of their illness. God

aloneknowsall thefactorsbhehind anything that happensin thislife. Wemay think we seethe cause of the

per son’sillness but we could beterribly wrong. If wetdl them what wethink isthe cause and we rewrongit

could causealot of harm tothat person.

e Onewrongthingto say to peopleisthis, “ Theremus be somesn in your lifefor that to happen to you. Haveyou
confessad all your Sn to God? Areyou hiding some secret Sn? That iscrud and judgemental. None of usis
perfectly freefrom 9n and wearein no postion to judge ancther person.

¢ Another wrongthingtosay is* If you had enough faith you wouldn’t have got sick . OR if you had enough faith
you would be better by now.” That’scalled “ playing God” . It passing judgment on someocnewhen you can't
possibly know everything about the person or about ther faith.

e Don't ever get sofocussed on the problem sothat you lose Sght of the person in their need.

‘ 2). JESUS'RIGHT RESPONSE TO A NEEDY PERSON. Jn 9:3 ‘

1). Jesusfocussad on theman and not on the problem. Noticewhat John wrotein verse 1. Jn9:1 AsJesuspassed
by, he sawaman blind from birth. Thewor d for “ saw” meansto take notice of someone, to really look at them. He saw
theman and noticed hisneed for healing.

But healso answer ed the quegtion from Hisdisciples, “Who shned?’ Hetold them they werewrongin tryingto

figureout the cause of theillness. Jn 9:3 Jesusanswered," It wasnot that thisman sinned, or hisparents, but that theworks of God might

bedisplayedin him. It wasn't a question of “Who sinned?’ but rather aquestion of “What now?”

o Weusad tosay that at many of our Healing Ministry weekends. “ Don't keegp asking about your illness ‘Why me,
Lord?' That getsyou nowhere. Rather say ‘What now Lord? Wheredo | go from herewith Your hdp?' ”

¢ (Likethewoman with cancer who cameto the Healing Ministry Cancer day in Sydney recently with the
question “Why me?” But shewas prayed for and changed the question to* What now Lord? | look to you for
hdp’. Shewent to her doctorsat RPA Hospital and just foursdayslater they said, “ We can find no trace of
your cancer. It'sgone. You'refreeto go home.”)

). Jesusfocussed on the* cur€’ not on the* cause”’

Jesustold Hisdisciples, It'snot about the padt. It' sabout the present and the future. God wants to show His power
and Hislovein healing thisman.(* that theworksof God might be displayed in him).

Every healingisa demongration of thepower of God. It isGod at work in ahuman body. It isalsoa
demondration of thelove of God coming forth from the God of love. Weneed to seetheneed of thesick and to
pray for the aure of the person in need and not spend unfr uitful timewondering about the cause of thesickness.

‘ (3). THE HEALING OF THE BLIND MAN. Jn 9:6-7

Weread how the healing too place. In9:6 Having said thesethings, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he
anointed theman'seyeswith themud 7 and said to him, " Go, wash in the pool of Sloam™ (which means Sent). So hewent and washed and came
back seaing.

i). God worksin human lives. Theman’shealing was awork of God through Jesus theworksof God might be
displayed in him. God wor ked a miracle of healing.




God haslogt none of Hisloveor of Hispower. Weneed to pray that theworksof God might bedisplayed in
human livesin Port Macquarieand throughout theworld asHe healsthem and transformsthem to belike Jesus.

i). Humans must cooper ate with thework of God. Theman needed to act in faith on theword of Jesus by
doing what He said, by going and washing in the Podl of Sloam. Herewe seeablind man stepping out in faith,
walking by faith not by sight to receive hishealing.

Faith means sepping out and acting on the promisesof God, trusting God tofulfil Hispromisesand to bring His
healingin Hisway and in Histime.

\ (4). HAVING EXPECTANCY AS WE PRAY. The people present

Thedistiples should have been expectant that Jesuswould heal theman. But they focussed on the problem.
Theman heard what Jesus said to him and did what He said. Jn 9:7 ... Sohewent and washed and came back seeing.He
might have been blind but hewas expectant and hisfaith wasrewar ded ashewashealed.

Many of the neighbour s had no expectancy that theman could be healed. They found it hard to beieve he had
been healed even though they saw him with their own eyes. Hehad toindg, “I amtheman.”

When wepray for the needy amongst usdower eglly beieve God can make a differencein their lives?

Weneed totake our eyesoff the problem and put them on Jesusasthe Healer. Weneed totakeour eyesoff the
maghnitude of the problem and put them on the magnificence of thelove of God and of the power of God.

We can all become moreexpectant. In Mark 9weread of thestory of thestory of afather whaose son had an evil

spirit. He said to Jesus And it hasoften cagt him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have

compassion on usand helpus”" Jesusencouraged him with Hisreply, Mar 9:23 And Jesussaid to him, " If you can! All

thingsare possiblefor onewho believes." |e, beexpectant for all thingsare possble.

o | likethefather’shumblereply. Mar 9:24 Immediately thefather of the child cried out and said, " | do believe; help my
unbdief!"  Hewanted to get rid of any pocketsof unbdief he may have had that he might trust God more.

e |t'ssomethingwecan say tothelLord aswell, | do bdieve but please help meget rid of any traces of unbdief you
seeinme. | want to trust you to do morein thelives of those needy people around me.”

Weoweit to God to bdievefor Hiswork toincreaseamongs us. Weoweit tothosein need to beieve for their

healing.

‘ (5). FAITH TO “HANG IN” FOR HEALING. Daniel 3

Thewholeincident in John 9took time. Theblind man had to“hangin” for healing.

¢ Hehad towait until Jesus had spat on the ground and made mud with hissaliva.

¢ Hehad towait until Jesusanointed hiseyeswith themud.

e Hehad towait until Jesustold him what he had to do.

¢ Hehad towait ashewalked in blindnessto the Poal of Siloam.

o Hehad towait until hefound the pool and fdt for thewater in the poal.

o Hehad towait until hewashed in thewater.

Then camethe healing. He could see.

God’ shlessingsand healingsdon’t always comeingantly. Sometimeswe haveto wait for theanswer to our
prayers.

Weseeinthegoryin Danid 3, of 3young men whoexemplified faith and persistence. They refused to bow
down toagatuetheking had erected. Sotheking ordered then to be put to death by having them thrown intoa
fiery furnace. Weseein their responsetowhat theking said, a deep faith in God’ slove and power .

e [aith that God was abletointervene. Dan 3:17 ... our God whomwe sarvejsable to ddiver usfrom theburning fiery furnace

« Faith that God would act on their behalf. and hewill ddiver usout of your hand, O king.

« But therewasan even desper dimension totheir faith. They would keep on trusting God even if it seemed that

Hewasdoing nothing to help them. Dan 3:18 Butif nat, beit known to you, O king, that wewill nat serveyour godsor worship the
golden imagethat you have s&t up.”

¢ Weknow theresult asthemen weresaved in thevery extremity of ther stuation (in thefur naceitsdf) when it
seemed to betoolate

e Truefaith hangsin even when it seemsto be an impossble stuation that wearefacing.

What'sthe challenge that you or oneof your loved onesisfacing at the moment?

¢ Can God do something about it? Can Hework through your prayers?

o Lea meleadusinaprayer that God might beabletowork through our prayerstomeet our heedsand the
needs of thosearound us.

Dear Lord, we affirm thewords of Jesusthat “ All thingsare possblefor onewho believes” We affirm that nothing is beyond Your

power. Weaffirm Lord that we do believe. But rid us of any pockets of unbelief that You seein us, that we might trust You more.

We want to see more of your power at work in our livesand in the lives of all thosein need around us We ask thisin Jesus name.
AMEN




